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Of Mice and Men – Common Summative Assessment

Literary Criticism Response Essay

Now that you have read Of Mice and Men, use your knowledge of the story and the information provided in your literary criticism to respond to the following prompt:

Based on your reading, class discussions, and notes over Of Mice and Men, develop a thesis about the novel in relationship to one of the literary criticisms we’ve read.  Use the novel as your primary source and the article as a secondary source to defend your thesis.  

Your essay should:

· Include a thesis statement and supported arguments using events from the novel and major points from the criticism. 

· Begin with an interesting introduction, which contains your thesis statement and a preview. 

· Have a developed body with at least three supported points (each with their own paragraph) that help to express your argument. For each point, point to evidence from the novel to support your claim and then use a piece of evidence from the secondary source to further support.  All examples from the novel and criticism must include a proper MLA citation.

· End with a paragraph that draws a conclusion without being repetitive.

Step 1:

· Develop your thesis statement that includes the three main points of your essay.

· Choose one literary criticism to use to defend your argument. 

· On level: this could be provided by the teacher

· Read and analyze your criticism and take notes in order to identify critical opinions that you agree with.

· Create an outline that organizes your ideas logically.

· Using your outline, begin your rough draft.

· Create a works cited that cites all sources you are using to help write your essay (including the novel itself).

Step 2:

· Complete your rough draft 

Step 3:

· Revise and edit your rough draft

· This step can be a peer revision.

Step 4:

· Complete your final draft.

· Be sure to proofread your essay one final time to avoid simple mistakes and missing words.

Notes for Success:

· Avoid using 1st and 2nd person in your essay.

· Be sure to keep in mind the organization of a formal essay (introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion). 

· Use as many specific examples from both sources as possible. Use parenthetical documentation for direct quotes and paraphrases.

· Write in present tense whenever possible.
