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PAPILLION – LA VISTA SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 

COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title: Themes in Contemporary Literature
Course Number: LA52
Duration: one semester
Grade: 12
Course Description:  This course is designed to give students the opportunity to continue to explore contemporary literature. Students will read modern literary works, including novels, short stories, and other genres. Students will read and discuss themes such as the construction of society, the deconstruction of archetypes, and the importance of rites of passage in modern society. Students will write in various modes using the Six Traits of Writing while also meeting the distract language arts standards in communication, reading comprehension, and research. Students are expected to be active participants.

Instructor name: Dr. Musil
Office location: D04 or library
School telephone number: (402) 829-4600

Telephone availability:  7:15 – 7:30, 3:20 – 3:30

Email address: mmusil@paplv.org
Answering policy for email: Please know that my primary purpose is to teach your student. As such, I am most likely not at the computer at any given moment. I prefer emails and will return calls or emails within 24 hours.
A little about me as a teacher:  I have a son and a daughter who both graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a daughter who is a sophomore at UN-L. This is my 30th year teaching, 26th year in Nebraska, 5th year at PLSHS.

If you miss school: You are responsible for getting missed work and making it up. Email me, text a friend, or check my website, which is accessible from the school’s site (plshs>>academics>>English>>Musil)

Late assignment policy: I follow the school’s policy for late work, and I do reserve the right to penalize for it. 

URL for online copy of syllabus: (see above: If you miss school)
Textbook(s):  Speak, by Laure Halse Anderson and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, by Mark Haddon
Daily required materials:

Pen/pencil
Notebook/paper

Class-specific expecations: You will have four passes to use at your discretion for the semester. They may not be used during the first or last 10 minutes of class, however. At times I may ask you to wait or refrain altogether from using a pass. 

Please arrive to class on time and know I use the handbook policy for tardies.

Teacher Schedule:

	
	First Semester

	1
	English 10

	2
	Themes

	3
	Plan

	4
	Extra Duty

	5
	English 10

	6
	Honors English 10

	7
	English 10


PLSHS Final exams will be held on December 18, 19, and 20: spring finals TBA. Please do not schedule vacations or appointments to conflict with final exams.

Elements of the course grade and their weights: 

PLSHS Grading Scale:

	A+
100.00
96.50

A
96.40
92.50

A-
92.40
89.50

B+
89.40
86.50

B
86.40
82.50

B-
82.40
79.50

C+
79.40
76.50

C
76.40
72.50

C-
72.40
69.50

D+
69.40
66.50

D
66.40
62.50

D-
62.40
59.50

F
59.40
0.00
	Grades are updated online nightly around 9:30 and can be accessed on the Parent Web (see parent link at www.plshs.paplv.org   If you do not have your password, you may click on the “forgot password” link.

	  Pass/No Pass Classes

 P
100.00
59.50

NP
59.40
0.00


Additional information about grading:

· I cannot discuss whether or not you or your student did or did not hand in an assignment unless your student saves the graded work until grades are posted.  The only proof your student will have is the returned and graded work. I cannot entertain discussions about “my teacher lost my work…”
· You or your student can redo an assignment; however, the student and I will meet outside of class time to talk about how to improve an assignment. Most likely retakes depend upon whether or not the student has unit notes and worksheets completed. In addition, not all assignments should be made up. For example, formative work is designed to let us know how your student is progressing toward mastery of a skill. When students fail to do formative work, it will most likely hinder their summative work. Studies have proven time-and-time again that when students do the formative work, their summative work scores better.
Policy about spelling, grammar and punctuation in written assignments: This is an English class, so students will be asked to word process papers. Unless otherwise noted, spelling, grammar, and punctuation should be accounted for at all times. In addition, textese is not an academic standard in communication.
Okay, and let’s talk about phones: Our school has a “Responsible and Acceptable Usage Policy for Cell Phones and Electronic Devices.”  Students are expected to adhere to the policy. In this class the use of personal technology items is allowed for educational use. Phones should be kept out of when not being used for educational purposes. Failure to comply with the acceptable use policy may result in a discipline referral without warning.  Please utilize your time in passing periods and lunch to take care of these items.  In this classroom, silence of these items is expected.
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